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From the Commander 

It saddens me to announce that for-

mer Commander Al Powers has 

passed away due to cancer.  Al was 

a good man who gave of himself to 

the Post that he loved and re-

spected. We give his wife Kim our 

condolences.  Al served his country honorably and led a 

good and meaningful life. He had many friends and will 

be missed.  Installation of Officers will be held at the 

August General Meeting. J.C. Ponder has come home 

from a long stay in the hospital he is doing better. It was 

sure nice to see him and Mrs. Ponder in the clubroom 

the other day. Connie Johnston says that Coors Lite 

sales are improving since his return. We are planning a 

Post 639 night at the Springfield Cardinals game in Au-

gust J.C. Ponder will throw out the First Pitch. If you 

can attend see Connie or Mike Blythe to purchase tickets 

please check calendar for date and time.  Dean Agnew 

would like to acknowledge the following new members 

of Post 639:  Edward Thompson, Elmer Tennis, Billy 

Kahler, Ernest Maack, Bill Murray, Danny Henderson, 

Donald Nixon, Eugene Witty and Tony Shallop, Jr.   

Jack Martin, Commander  

 

From the Finance Office   

We are now a couple of weeks 

into the new prices for refresh-

ments and are seeing our revenues 

increase.  Thanks to all the LZ639 

patrons who have made an easy 

transition to the new prices. 

At present, Ron Jackson and I are looking into fencing 

the outdoor area in which we hold events so that we can 

change our liquor license and eliminate the need for pic-

nic licenses.  Government paperwork doesnôt move 

quickly and we still have a few items to confirm with our 

local liquor control representative and hope to make the 

change during August. 

Larry Gilmore, Post 639 member and Exalted Ruler of 

Elks Lodge 409 read my article a few months ago and 

noticed the comment about sales taxes being raised in 

April.  He asked our First Vice-Commander Larry Tuck 

why we were collecting sales tax since we are a tax ex-

empt social fraternal organization and Larry passed the 

information on to me. 

I talked with Elaine Todd that has helped Post 639 with 

bookkeeping in the past, called the Sales Tax Exemption 

office in Jefferson City and discussed what I had heard 

with our accountant.  All agreed that we did not have to 

collect sales tax for the State of Missouri, so I prepared 

the paperwork to finalize our sales tax account with the 

Department of Revenue. 

Bottom line (thatôs how finance people like to talk) ï we 

received a refund of sales taxes sent to Jefferson City in 

the past three years. 

Paul Harvey used to say ñNow for the rest of the storyò.  

I will modify that to ñFor the rest of the story, attend the 

August general meetingò ï you will be glad you did. 

Just a hint ï several people have reported seeing the fi-

nance officer smile recently and that hasnôt happened for 

a long time. 

Gary Bockman 
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FROM YOUR CHAPLAIN  

Sad news - our past Commander 

Al Powers has gone to the Post 

Everlasting, he was a unique per-

son. This brings to mind a passage 

in a book I read years ago, never 

since the beginning of time or until 

the end of time will there ever be 

another person on this earth like Al Powers.  That ap-

plies to all of us - so how lucky are we to know Al or to 

know each other - we are unique, one of a kind that 

makes each of us extremely valuable. 

On July 5th we received a letter from Kenneth Wilkin-

son a member of this post thanks to Al.  Kenneth and his 

brother-in-law Mike Penn walked in to our post wearing 

white cowboy hats.  I remember when they walked 

through the front door, I wondered where they parked 

their horses.  I did not see any horses walking up our 

drive.  Al was on them right away to join this post and 

made them feel welcome - and they did!  Although Mike 

Penn has gone to the Post Everlasting they are a major 

asset to this post.  In his letter Kenneth said he will be in 

Springfield in September, I am looking forward to see-

ing that white hat. 

Good to see JC Ponder back and ready to kick ass - if he 

can figure out how to - so look out Ralph W. and Ken 

M. you had better stay off of his bar stool.  There are 

several other post members in need of your thoughts and 

prayers - Gary Frend, Burl McCullough, Cindy Forest 

and others you know who they are.  Remember our men 

and women in the military and their families and also 

our POW's and MIA's in your thoughts and prayers. 

Bob Carroll  

Chaplain 

 

 

ATTENTION 
FOR ALL OF YOU HIGH ROLLERS THAT WANT 

TO IMPRESS YOUR WIFE OR DATE WE ARE 

STARTING A NEW MENU: 

$1.00 HOT DOG OR CORN DOG WITH FREE DRINK 

OF POST CHOICE (99.9% CHANCE IT WILL  BE H2O 

- NO ICE) 

P.S.  -  FYI, JARHEADS H2O IS WATER. 

Bob Carroll  

 

 

Sons of the Legion  

Our newly appointed Officers for 2010 

are as follows:  

Commander - Lance Shockley 

1st Vice - Rick Tracey 

2nd Vice - Lloyd Tracey 

Adjutant - Mark Reed 

Finance - Lenny Miller  

Chaplain - Phillip "Tennessee" Wolford 

Historian - Mike Blythe 

Sgt. @ Arms - Ron Paluska 

Liaison - Frank "Butch" Hayden  

Thank you to those that served faithfully as officers in the 

past year. Your service is greatly appreciated. To those 

that are newly elected or will serve yet another year, 

thank you for your time and effort. You are greatly ap-

preciated for all you do & have yet to do.  

The SAL E-Board Meetings will be held the 1st Monday 

of every month @ 7pm, with the 1st one being Monday, 

Aug. 2nd, @ 7pm. I look forward to seeing all officers 

there for the beginning of a new year. 

Our regular SAL Meeting will be the 2nd Tuesday of 

every month @ 7pm, with the 1st one being on Tuesday 

Aug. 10th, @ 7pm. Please come to our meetings as there 

are a lot of changes everyone should be aware of. We 

need your support. This is YOUR SAL, come to the 

meetings, be a part of the SONS. Help us make the Sons 

what they once were.  

As you may already know, the Sons will no longer be 

cooking for our monthly meetings. I would like to thank 

all of those who helped me each and every month, 

whether they were tired and just got off of work, or were 

hurting or just felt like being lazy. They STILL came in 

faithfully and made sure we got the meals out. Thank you 

for your endless help & respect, I could always count on 

this team, they are: Lenny Miller, Lance Drew, Stan 

Anderson, Brad McGowan, Lloyd Tracey, Jason 

Walker (Lance & Teresa, Drewôs' son), Vanessa Gorman, 

Teresa Drew, & Dea Gonzales, Lloyd & Rick Tracey. 

The Veterans Voice is a monthly publication of American Legion Post 639, Spring-

field, MO.  All members of our post are welcome to submit articles for inclusion into 

this publication, but the editor reserves the right to edit length and content in the best 

interest of our subscribers and he alone is responsible for final content.  Please sub-

mit requests and/or critical comments to editor@post639.com or  request your mem-

ber-at-large to file a request or grievance with the E-Board.  Bill Roark - Editor 

Post 639 Officers 

Post Commander: Jack Martin  Adjutant: Dean Agnew 

Finance Officer: Gary Bookman Chaplain: Bob Carroll  

First Vice: Larry Tuck  Second Vice: Butch Hayden 

Judge Advocate: Larry Skouby  Service Officer: Bill Walker  

Historian/Editor Bill Roark  Sergeant at Arms: Ralph Wyman 

Member at Large: Ron Jackson Member at Large: Jeremy Whitworth  

Member at Large: Bill Evans Bar Supervisor: Connie Johnston 
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!   

Though we will no longer be cooking for the meetings, 

we will be cooking dinner for 40 & 8, by popular de-

mand! So, our team will get a long deserved vacation, 

post members will get the chance to enjoy the fair of a 

new gastronomical sensation, and perhaps there will be 

more smiling faces then mine when they go to sleep  at 

night. To all my brothers who elected me, thank you for 

your faith & support....I am proud to be a SON. 

Lance Shockley, SAL Commander 

 

Ladies Auxiliary  
Itôs time again-newsletter article is 

due. I feel like we have been in 

summer forever. Hope everyone is 

staying cool and not getting over-

heated working in their yards and 

gardens. I really hate all this hot 

weather, but time seems to be flying 

by. I really canôt believe that we are 

at the end of July. The first meeting 

in August on the3rd at 7PM is In-

stallation of the incoming officers. We would love to see 

you there as we start off another year. 

We didnôt have much going on in the month of July. 

Some events were happy ones like 

The Appreciation of the Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans 

Day held here at the Post. 

Other events were sad and heart-rending as we lost Past 

Commander Al Powers.  

Please keep his wife Kim in your prayers as I will. She 

will need those prayers to keep on going on that hard 

and difficult road of learning to live without him by her 

side. 

Al was there for many of us when we had troubles and 

needed a helping hand which he gave with an open 

heart. I personally experienced that help and his friend-

ship which I will never forget. Good friends are hard to 

come by and should be treasured always. 

As I said before not much happened in July. Now it is 

time for the new officers and all Auxiliary members to 

plan the upcoming events for the new year. 

I leave you with this thought-I treasure each and every 

friend I have made here and if you need me I am just a 

phone call away. If it is in my power, I will help you. 

May God bless and protect you always. 

Peggy Baker, Acting President 

 

 

Bar and Kitchen   
Hello everyone!!! We will all 

miss Al Powers and will keep 

Kim in our prayers.  A big thank 

you o the ALR for cooking on 

Mondays - we appreciate all the 

volunteers to cook 

lunches.  Hope to see everyone at 

the Cardinal game Sunday August 1st at 6pm to see 

J.C .throw out the first ball.  We will be having Karaoke 

with Chris August 21st a Saturday at 8pm come out and 

support your post; also, on Saturday August 2th the Ma-

sons Poker Run will end here at 4pm and The Lucky 

Boys have agreed to put their vacation on hold and play 

that evening.  This will be a fun night so plan on being 

here and thank you Lucky Boys, as always it's our pleas-

ure to serve you at LZ639 ï Yôall come and see us. 

Connie Johnston 

 

From the Web 

From the Web:  The web site is being 

updated on a regular basis.  Iôm about 

ready to give it a complete refurbishing 

and face-lift before Christmas.  There 

are some ideas that I have on being 

more pro-active with the web site and 

our Blog site.  I want to do more with bringing together 

the Newsletter, the Blog site and the web site.  I have put 

a couple of new memorial pages in ñPost Everlastingò 

and have more (including Alôs) to do.  If anyone would 

like to see something more in the web site, let me know.  

From the Web ï keep clicking. 

Bill Roark   

 

 

 

Just a few items of housekeeping before I begin my 

monthly rant.  I would like to thank again one of our 

members, Ron Kinney for his help.  He has donated some 

additional equipment and supplies for our pool table.  It 

has now been recovered with Simonis championship 

cloth, re-leveled and repaired and now plays as well as 

any table in town.  I would also like to pass my condo-

lences to Kim Powers and let her know that Alôs friends 

at the post will not forget.   

Well letôs get to the rant.  BINGO is the life blood of our 

post and has been for the past 15 plus years.  We were 




