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From the Commander 

We had a wonderful Remembrance 

Day celebration the weather did not 

cooperate but we moved it inside 

and had fun anyway. Department of 

Missouri Commander Charley 

Goodin was here for the celebration 

and we thank him for attending.  The music was great, 

the food was great and the whole day was filled with 

what is great about America.   Special thanks go to Bob 

Carroll for all the hard work putting it together.  Your 

entire E Board was involved from square one and put on 

a great show for you, our Membership.  Our member 

Gene Dove was the Gun Raffle winner, congratulations 

Gene.  Due to the resignation of Jay De Andrea I have 

appointed Larry Skouby as Judge Advocate and have 

also appointed Butch Hayden to 2nd Vice Commander.  

It is time to decide who you want to lead you for the 

next year.  Elections for your Post will be held General 

Meeting night Tuesday, June 1st dinner at 6pm and 

meeting at 7pm.  This is a most important election; YOU 

need to decide what direction this Post goes in. Please 

plan on attending.   

Jack Martin, Commander  
 

From the Finance Office 

May 15 was forecast to be a dark 

and stormy day, but our members 

and their guests braved the rain (a 

small storm killed our electrical 

power for a short time while I was 

doing bookkeeping before 10 

AM) and endured the close quarters with our activities 

being moved inside. 

After depositing our receipts for the weekend, it was ob-

vious that many of our members and their guests must 

have started early, as Friday was a very good day.  The 

dedication of our members to attend Saturdayôs festivities 

definitely increased the revenue total and Sundayôs Blues 

Society picnic (also indoors) made a good contribution to 

the bank bag. 

The month of May so far had been slowly improving in 

revenue, so we were able to continue serving our mem-

bers and their guests with funds generated at LZ 639. 

The finance office has been and is still adjusting to some 

new procedures adopted this year by the Missouri De-

partment of Alcohol and Tobacco Control, Springfield 

sales tax changes and the Greene County liquor license 

office.  We thought we were getting ahead of the game 

when we changed to a computerized bookkeeping system 

in 2008, but now find that we have been caught, and 

maybe passed, by government agencies.  Applications for 

licenses, payment of taxes and periodic reporting to vari-

ous government entities are now done electronically in-

stead of the old ñfill in the blanks on the paperò method. 

Not to say how old the finance officer is, but the dog is 

learning new tricks. 

There are a few posters on the door for upcoming events 

and Tom Mabrey is still applying for outdoor picnic li-

censes, so the summer should help us to continue improv-

ing our financial position. 

Come enjoy LZ 639, bring your friends and any potential 

new members you may run across.  My last contacts with 

potential new members were a tall marine at LZ 639 and 

a former army medic that works at the Community Blood 
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Center of the Ozarks.  You never know where you might 

find veterans. 

Gary Bockman 

 

Building and Grounds 

We had a great turnout for the 

clean-up day last month. Out-

standing weather made for a pro-

ductive day. I just wish it could 

have held out for one more week 

until Remembrance Day.  Re-

gardless of the weather we had a 

good time inside our Post. 

The people who responded to the call to clean-up the 

place were: Rick Stephens, Mike Blythe, Mike & Terri 

Chandler, Lance & Teresa Drew, Bill Erwin, Connie 

Johnston, Tom Mabry, Jeff Anderson, Kenny Medley, & 

Ron Paluska. I certainly hope I haven't omitted anyone. 

The really great thing about this list is seeing some new 

names on it. People, if you want this place to be present-

able to your friends, come out and help keep it that 

way!! 

All the jobs I had to do were covered by the efforts of 

these folks and we were done by about noon. 

Currently, we're working on sprucing up the west end of 

the building where the electric transformer and A/C 

units are located. Ken Medley and I are planning on 

pouring some concrete out there soon. 

The new playground equipment that was purchased by 

the Ladies Auxiliary was installed recently.  It is a very 

nice design and construction. I hope all of us youngsters 

get a chance to use it soon. 

Thank you to the Ladies for this addition to our Post. 

The old swing set will be moved near the new set 

ASAP. 

Ron Jackson, Building and Grounds 

 

FROM YOUR CHAPLAIN  

I don't know where to start with 

this newsletter there is so much I 

want to say to our post. 

First  - I will start with those who 

need our love and prayers.  Burl 

McCullough, Cindy Forest, Al 

Powers, Jeremy Whitworth, Gene Beattie's 4 year old 

grandson Landon Gregg, Gary Frend, JC Ponder and 

Roy Buckner all need our thoughts and prayers.  Good 

to see Bob Moss back at the post, Bill Lemmon had 

open heart surgery with a 

new valve job.  His recovery 

is slower than he wants but 

he is doing fine for a man 87 

years old, he wants to get 

back to playing with the 

band. 

Second - Remembrance Day 

was tremendous.  I want to say thanks to everyone who 

donated money, time and help.  Thanks to the BaldKnob-

bers, their 4th year to open the music show - Denzil & 

Jonathan no one wanted them to stop playing - Richard 

Owen, Earney Jackson and Keith Hilton with the Heart-

land Band everyone kept asking me "Where did you find 

there guys, their music is excel-

lent" and telling me that we need 

them out here more often.  The 

Lucky Boys, what can I say, the 

minute they started playing the 

dance floor was full.  I'd like to 

claim them as our own personal 

band.  Tom, thank you and every-

one that donated their time.  Each band that played in-

cluding the BaldKnobbers donated their time.  This show 

was truly dedicated to all vets and their way to say 

"Thank You."  None of the bands ever hinted they 

wanted any money - thanks to each and every one of 

you.  I had one band cancel out at 10:30 Friday night be-

cause I would not pay them yet they claim to support the 

vets, that's a joke.  They support themselves; all I wanted 

was an hour of their time.  I am not going to talk about all 

the money donations except for one, John donated 

enough money to feed about 20 Mt. Vernon vets.  Thanks 

John and everyone at your business, more will follow in 

next monthôs Veterans Voice. 

Opening ceremonies with 

Gene Dove as Master of Cere-

monies was heart touching 

starting with the Sweet Ade-

line's singing the National An-

them then the story of the 

Small White Table, about 

MIA's and POW's, and then 

taps was played.  I could not tell but after that I feel that 

there was not a dry eye in the post.  Thanks to our speak-

ers Commander Jack Martin, Mr. Ned Reynolds who had 

several people standing and applauding after his talk, 

Chief Sergeant Major John Woody had people laughing 

with his talk, Colonel Gary Huerchenroder who I have no 

doubt will be the state Brigadier General gave an excel-

lent talk.  And last but not least our own American Le-
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gion State Commander Charley Goodin what a privilege 

to have him and his wife at our post - thanks for your 

time Commander.  Special thanks to the Shrine clowns 

and GL Moore Tire Company for their smoker, donation 

of meat, potato salad and baked beans, thanks guys. 

This would not have happened without all the volun-

teers, thanks everyone!   I know I have missed someone 

so please don't get P.O.'d at me.  Keep our men and 

women in the military and their families, our POW's and 

MIA's in your thoughts and prayers. 

Bob Carroll  

 

 

Bar and Kitchen   

We had a very good Remem-

brance Day celebration even 

though the weather did not coop-

erate.  Thanks to everyone who 

helped.  We sure miss J.C. Ponder  

and wish him a speedy recovery. 

Also Gary Friend is in the process of getting better and 

we wish him the best too.  Al Powers is getting around 

much better and it is nice to see him back at the Post. 

There is going to be a fundraiser for Al on June 19th to 

help him cover some of his medical bills please plan on 

attending.  From all of your Bar & Kitchen staff thank 

you for letting us serve you. 

Connie Johnston 

 

American Legion Riders   

Our scheduled rides last month 

seemed to always get washed out 

until our ride to Mammoth Springs, 

Arkansas. FINALLY, Mother Nature 

blessed us with a beautiful weekend 

to ride. We'll be attending Memorial 

Day services at the National & Missouri Veterans 

Cemeteries on May 31st. As for next month, between 

Ron Jackson & Jack McKee, they're bound to find an 

'Ozark Expressway' that goes 200+ miles by bike when a 

car would take the 'Bypass' in just 30 minutes and miss 

the beauty of the ride. 

For those that enjoy lunches at the Post, the ALR has 

answered the call for help.  We are going to start cook-

ing on Mondays. Come help us help support OUR Post. 

Our monthly meetings have changed to the 3rd Thurs-

day of the month @ 7pm.  Hope to see more of you then. 

Ride safe and ride often. 

Riderôs wisdom:  Never hesitate to ride past the last street 

light at the edge of town. 

Mick Dunn, Director  

Sons of the Legion  

Our next meeting is June 1st in the 

kitchen during the monthly meeting. 

Not at any other time such as the 2nd 

Tues. of the month. There has not been 

a meeting at that time for some time. 

Due to a lack of communication and a 

lack of interest on the part of others, there has been very 

little attendance at our meetings, let alone a meeting at 

all. 

Please come to our meeting so we can get the Election 

done and over with and plan our future. There is an "S" at 

the end of "SONS" and that stands for more than just the 

few that show up faithfully every month. I am ever so 

grateful for our regulars, but it sure would be nice to see 

the SAL be a working brotherhood again. 

Best wishes to all for a great springtime and I hope to see 

more of you at the meeting so we can Git-R-Done!  

Lance Shockley 

SAL Commander 

From the Web 

The slide show on the front page of the 

web site is about 170 pictures from Re-

membrance Day 2010.  If you click on 

the ñclick here for bigger viewò it will 

take you to another page with a full size 

view of the slide show.  If I took your 

picture on Saturday, it should be one of the slides on the 

show.  You can put your mouse over a picture and the 

controls for the slide will appear, so you may ñpauseò a 

picture or go forward or backwards to view pictures you 

want to see or review.  Also on the front page is a link 

entitled ñRemembrance Day 2010 Videoò ï If you click 

on the link it will take you to a page with 7 videos listed, 

just click on one or all of them.  They give you a pretty 

good idea of what the event was all about.  This newslet-

ter and all newsletters since 2004 are archived on the web 

site, so you can go and see what we looked like way back 

then.  Just click on the ñNewslettersò link on the home 

page.  I will take off the Christmas Page and replace it 

with an ñIndependence Dayò page.  This should be done 


