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From the Commander 
This will be a very short 
article for this month, 
but I’ll try and recap my 
tenure as Commander in 
next month’s newsletter.  
We had a very good 
turnout for Remem-

brance Day 2011 on May 21st.  The weather cooper-
ated and we had almost perfect weather for the event.  
The music was great the food was wonderful and 
everyone had a great time.  We would like to thank 
all the bands that donated their time and talent to 
make the event a great success.  I would also like to 
thank all the members of Post 639 that donated their 
time to work for the post, it is appreciated by all of 
the other members of the post.  The video poker, 
video slots and video Keno machines are in the post 
and have started to get some serious play.  We hope 
the machines will begin to pay dividends in the 
months to come.  Come on down and support your 
post by attending the activities of the post. 
Mark Deatherage, Commander 

 

From the Finance Office�
There is not much happening in 
the Finance Office.  The Post 
needs your support to maintain 
the hours of operation as they 
are now. 
The “Sweepstakes Machines” 
are doing fairly well.  We need 
more players. See your bar-

tender for a FREE card. You receive 100 free tokens 
to play each day. Have a drink at the Post and save the 
trip to the casinos.  We’ve had several winners in the 
$200-$300.00 range, and numerous lesser winners. Be 
one of them. These machines are completely legal as 
per the Attorney General, Liquor Control, and the 
Gaming Commission. COME OUT AND BE A WIN-
NER. 
Support Bingo either by playing or helping Jack and 
the regular Bingo workers. We appreciate all of their 
help. 
Don’t forget Big John’s 2nd Pig Roast on July 2nd. 
He’s got 2 (I think) hogs lined up for the cooker. 
Come out and enjoy the Post. 
Ron Paluska, Finance Officer 



 July 2011 The Veterans Voice Page Number 2 

Building and Grounds�
Looks like most of the smokers 
are adhering to the city's new 
"No smoking policy", here at 
Post 639. There have been a 
few lapses in fact but for the 
most part everyone is comply-

ing. Thanks to a generous donation from Gary 
Milligan, a shelter for smokers will soon be installed. 
As of this date, no firm decision has been made on 
where to put it. The final decision rests with the Ex-
ecutive Board. For my part I would like to see it 
placed where it can be utilized by more than just the 
smokers. We use the area just east of the building for 
fish fry's and bar-B-cues. The guys who do the cook-
ing usually erect a tent type shelter to give them some 
shade and cover if it rains. The East end of the build-
ing is somewhat protected from the winds that usu-
ally blow from the North-west. This is my personal 
choice of where to put the cover.  Other areas sug-
gested are outside the door at the West end of the 
building and to cut a new door in the North side of 
the building through the storage closet that houses the 
band and sound equipment. I want to stress that the 
final decision will be made by a vote of the E-board. 

Another change you might notice since the smoking 
ban was implemented is the "smoke eater fans" have 
been removed. The filter sets were extremely expen-
sive to replace when they were worn out and the 
housings collected a bunch of dust and dirt. I'm cur-
rently searching for some fan blades that have the 
same bolt centers to allow the motors function as a 
regular ceiling fan. Hopefully I can find 7 sets of 
blades at Habitat or somewhere else to install.  

You might also notice a 10-key type entry lock in-
stalled at the front inner door. This is necessary to 
comply with state regulations concerning a 
"Members only" club and to protect out tax exempt 
status. The code number is gonna be real difficult for 
some to remember. 639* will get you in!! 

As always if you see anything that needs attention or 
have an idea to improve things around here let me or 
one of the bar staff know and it will be considered. 

 
Ron Jackson  
 

Bingo Report    
The new no smoking law went 
into effect and so far our Bingo 
players are still coming to     
Bennett Street.  We have not 
seen a mass exodus.  Things are 
still   getting better but not as 

soon as we had hoped.  Summer has always been the 
slow time for Bingo so by fall we hope to see things 
get much better and more profitable.  We are still in 
need of workers; please see me to get signed up. Once 
again a big thank you to all those who volunteer,  
without you we could not keep it going. 

Jack Martin, Bingo Chairman  

Bar and Kitchen 
Hello all hope this finds every-
one well.  With July 4th 
right upon us we hope you will 
come out and celebrate and par-
take in the Pig Roast Sat. July 
2nd from 6-8pm and that will be 
brought to you by the New 

Commander  (a.k.a. ‘ BIG JOHN') with the help and 
support of our members.  We hope that our place to 
smoke issue will be resolved very soon so all will be 
at peace again so hang with us on that.  If you haven’t 
been out in awhile, please stop by and have lunch, a 
cold drink, or just visit with us as new things are to 
come from the kitchen.  So come out and support your 
post.... your place.... and the rest will be history.  

We appreciate you and are happy to serve you at the 
LZ639.  

Connie Johnston  

    
Your new 2011—2012 Post 639 Officers 

Commander: John Foss Adjutant: Dean Agnew 

Finance Officer: Ron Paluska Chaplain: Chris Foster  

First Vice: Rusty Shalla Second Vice: Butch Hayden 

Judge Advocate: Jeremy Whitworth Service Officer: Bill Walker 

Historian: Bill Roark Sergeant at Arms: Ron Jackson 

Member at Large: Mark Deatherage Member at Large: J.C. Ponder 

Member at Large: Bill Evans Bar Supervisor: Connie Johnston 
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ALR Report  

Everyone is enjoying the     
riding season as there are 
LOTS of bikes out this      
summer.  The ALR has made a 
few rides and look forward to 
more so check the web-site 
calendar for times and        
destinations.  We continue to 

increase our rolls; I think the last count was 37. A big 
biker welcome to those new members. 
 
Safety Tips for Group Motorcycle Riders 

 Are you the kind of biker who likes to ride in 
groups? You don’t have to be the Hell’s Angels to 
love it.     In fact, most bikers seek out other riders so 
they can enjoy their bikes together. 
Here are a few things to keep in mind when riding in 
groups:  
• Ride to the level of the least experienced rider in the 
group. If someone inexperienced is trying to keep up 
or show off, it could result in an accident. 
• Use disciple, hand signals, and pit stops every 80 
miles or so. 
• The only person allowed to ride last should be the 
person designated to do so. The person designated 
can keep a head count and ensure that no one is left 
behind at rest stops. 
• No one should go off riding alone. Review the route 
with everyone in the group periodically. 
• Decide beforehand and discuss how to handle lane 
changing and how to handle a situation where the 
group breaks apart. 
• Make sure everyone is familiar with the hand       
signals. 
• Have everyone make sure their bike is working   
perfectly before the trip/ride. 

 
With everyone in the group’s participation and re-
sponsibility, you’re sure to have many amazing bike 
trips.  

Remember: You can’t enjoy tomorrow’s ride, unless 
you make it through today’s!  
 

Mark Jackson, ALR Director 

2009-2011 Membership 

It was a long year and a tough 
battle to attain our goal of a 
100% membership for this year. 
Well folks, WE DID IT!!! At 
the close of our calendar year, 
our goal was 572 members. We 
busted it with 574 to attain a 

membership of 100.35% for the year. Thanks to all 
who helped us achieve our goal. 

Larry Tuck, 1st Vice Commander 

Ladies Auxiliary  

Thank you to all ladies that 
attended our last very       
productive general meeting. 
We had several ladies       
volunteer to serve on the     

e-board for next year and all were unopposed.  Our 
new  officers are as follows:  President – Jo Shalla, 
Vice President – Carol Erb, Secretary – Peggy Baker, 
Treasurer – Crystal Veregge, Chaplain – Julie 
Wallenburg, Sergeant at Arms – Charlotte Kelly,  
Historian – Desiree Wallenburg, Members at Large – 
Patsy Schmoele, Connie Compton, and Terri     
Chandler.  Thank you, ladies and congratulations!  At 
the next general meeting we will be voting on the 
days to hold e-board meetings and general meetings, 
and discussing the possibility of a new location.  
Please attend if you can. 
A special thank you to Julie Wallenburg who is a 
very special asset to the Ladies Auxiliary.  Julie 
picked up and delivered flowers to the lady veterans 
in Mt. Vernon for Mother’s Day. 
Also, thank you to all the ladies who helped make the 
Father’s Day celebration such a success.  And a big 
THANK YOU to Dave Anderson and Clear Creek 
for supplying the music.  The veterans had a blast. 

Vanessa Gorman, President 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1  
Commander’s 
Retirement 
Party. 
All Day!!! 
 
Lunch 11-2 
Bingo 6:30pm 

2  
 
Big John’s  
Pig Roast 
6 to 8pm 
 
Music  
Afterwards. 

3 
 
 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

5  
Legion &  
Auxiliary  
General  
Meetings 
Dinner  6pm 
Meeting 7pm 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

7  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

8  
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 
 
Bingo 6:30pm 

9  
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

12 
 
SAL General 
Meeting 6pm 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 
 
Bingo 6:30pm 

16 
 
Submariner 
Vets  
Meeting 2pm 

17 
 
ALR Meeting 
6:30 pm 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

19 
 
 
 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

20 
 
 
 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

21 
 
 
 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

22 
 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 
 
Bingo 6:30pm 

23  
 
Deadline for 
news articles 
for August 
newsletter. 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 

24 
 
 
 
—————— 
31 
 

25  
 
E-Board  
Meeting  
6:30 pm 
 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

26 
40/8 @ 7pm 
 At Post 69 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

27 
 
 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

28 
 
 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 

29 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 
 
Lunch 11 to 2 
 
Bingo 6:30pm 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
Breakfast 
7 to 11 



 July 2011 The Veterans Voice Page Number 5 

SAL Report: 

Congratulations to all our new 
and renewed members in the 
2010-2011 year. Our goal was 
48 members. We blew it out of 
the water!!! Our final total 
membership is 70 making us at 
a 145.83%. As for next year, 

we have some new blood for the 2011-2012 year for 
officers. 

Commander:  J.C. Ponder    Vice Cmdr:  Carl Easley 

Adjutant:        Mark Reed     Finance:    Ken Mooney 

Judge Ad v:    Mick Dunn    Historian:    Jack Martin 

Sgt.at Arms: Rodger Poole 

 

The web has been updated with 
some new features.  Check 
them out.  I’m still in the proc-
ess of uploading all the pictures 
that I took on Remembrance 

Day 2011, but I just finished editing them and I’ll 
have them uploaded by the time you get this newslet-
ter.  I will also update the pictures that I took of the 
June Bug Jamboree and get them posted ASAP.  If 
you would like to see something on the web, let me 
know and I’ll try and get it done.  As always from the 
web, keep clicking. 

Bill Roark, Historian 

Important and interesting websites worth checking: 

Post 639’s site:  www.post639.com 

Department’s site:  www.missourilegion.org 

National site:  www.legion.org 

 

As some of you may know I 
will be stepping down as editor 
of the newsletter after this   
edition.  When Gene Beattie 
stepped down almost 3 years 
ago as editor, Jack Martin 

asked me to do the job for 2-3 months  until he could 
get a permanent replacement which I agreed to do.  I 
have really enjoyed putting together the newsletter and 
the editorial voice that it has allowed me to have 
(some of you may not like all my ranting) over the last 
3 years, but now my family, job and other duties with 
our post have made it difficult to spend the 2 or 3 days 
needed to put together a quality publication each 
month.  I really feel our newsletter has been one of the 
best in the state and hope it will continue in the years 
to come.  Mick Dunn will assist in putting this volume 
together and will take full responsibility for it starting 
next month.  You may send all your articles to     
newsletter@post639.com or directly to him at 
mick@patriotguard.org to get them considered for  
inclusion in the newsletter.  Any articles that I receive 
at bill@post639.com will be forwarded to Mick.  I 
will continue to work Bingo and manage the Bennett 
Street Bingo Hall and serve on the E-Board and will 
be available as much as I can to serve our post in any 
way that is needed.   
Here are a couple of other updates.  Congratulations 
John Foss for being elected our new Commander, I 
hope all of us will give John our complete support in 
his new duties.  Congratulation to all the newly 
elected members of our Board, they will take over in 
August and we will try and get a short biography in 
the newsletter for August. 

Bill Roark, Editor 

The Veterans Voice is a monthly publication of American Legion Post 639, 
Springfield, Missouri.  All members of our post are welcome to submit a 
articles for inclusion into this publication, but the editor reserves the right to 
edit length and content in the best interest of our subscribers and he alone is 
responsible for final content.  Please submit requests and/or critical comments 
to editor@post639.com or request your Member-at-Large to file a request or 
grievance with the E-Board. 

From the Web: 
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In the 1920s, The American Legion family raised more than $5 
million to create the National Endowment Fund. One of the pro-
grams created through the Endowment Fund was Temporary Fi-
nancial Assistance. Through grants, TFA keeps children of de-
ceased or disabled veterans at home rather than in institutions. 
This cash aid is still available for cases not covered by subse-
quent state and federal programs for the needy. In 2010, the pro-
gram provided more than $515,000 to 640 families, benefiting 
1,408 children. 

Through TFA, a local post can request cash assistance to help 
maintain the basic needs of veterans’ children. The fund helps 
families meet the costs of shelter, food, utilities and health ex-
penses when parents are unable, thereby keeping the child or 
children in a more stable home environment. 

Who is eligible? 
Eligibility is limited to minor children of veterans. The parent 
must have served at least one day of active duty in the Armed 
Forces of the United States during one the following periods: 

· Dec. 7, 1941-Dec. 31, 1946 

· June 25, 1950-Jan. 31, 1955 

· Feb. 28, 1961-May 7, 1975 

· August 24, 1982-July 31, 1984 

· Dec. 20, 1989-Jan. 31, 1990 

· Aug. 2, 1990-Cessation of hostilities as determined by the 
U.S. Government. 

Membership in The American Legion is not required. 

· Minor children include any unmarried child, stepchild and 
adopted child 17 years or younger. 

· Children 18-20 years old will be considered if a current dis-
ability requires special schooling or indefinite in-home care, 
or they are enrolled in an approved high school. 

· No child is considered eligible for TFA until a complete in-
vestigation is conducted, a legitimate family need is deter-
mined, and all other available resources have been utilized or 
exhausted. 

· TFA applications must originate and be investigated at the 
local level. When all other possible resources have been ex-
hausted, contact your local American Legion post, depart-
ment headquarters, and/or department Children & Youth 
chairman. 

Casino style gaming at Post 639 !!! 

American Legion Post 639 invites 
everyone to come out and play Ca-
sino Style Gaming at our Post.  We 
have video machines that have video 
slots, video poker and video Keno 

available.  In all there are about 20 different games 
that you can select to play.  The big question that 
I’ve heard is, “do they pay out real money?”  The 
answer is YES.   Here is how it works.  You get a 
free gaming card from the bar tender (only one per 
person) and you get 100 credits per day on the 
card, this card is good for as long as you want it 
and it keeps track of your credits and payouts.  You 
then make a donation to the Post in the amount you 
would like to wager (let’s use $20.00 as the exam-
ple).  You then play the games of your choice us-
ing the card to keep track of your credits and win-
nings.  When you have finished play, you have 2 
choices.  You can just log out and the system will 
keep your credits and winnings until you return to 
play again, or you can “cash out” your winnings 
and the bar tender will give you cash for that 
amount.  If you still have some credits on the card, 
they will stay there until you return.  Remember 
you get 100 credits for each day that you play.  
Why go to 
“Downstream” when 
you can play in your 
Post and any winnings 
are yours to keep and 
anything lost is a dona-
tion to the Post.  It’s a 
win-win situation and 
it’s fun to play.  I like 
the slot game with the 
Armadillos. 
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James E (Jim) Parlier  
Born: 1936      Died: 2004 

LTC (Ret) US Army-Vietnam 
Honored by: Bill Roark 

Robert J. (Bob) Weeks 
B: 1929     Died 2009 
Captain - US Army 

Honored by: Betty Weeks 

Benjamin V (Chick) Childress 
KIA   4/1/1970  - Vietnam 
Honored by: Jack Martin 

James Kelly Trotter 
Born: 1953     Died: 2004 

US Army - Vietnam 
Honored by: Harvey Williams 

Michael J. Penn 
Born:  1948   Died:  2009 

SSgt - U.S. Army - Vietnam 
Honored by:  Ken & Pat Wilkinson 

Jack Benton Van Matre 
Born: 1930   Died:  2001 

TSgt - US Air Force 
Honored by: His loving Daughter 

Roger Allen Borders 
Born:  1943    Died: 2009 

SP4 - US Army 
Honored by:  Chuck Clark 

George C Baker 
    Born: 1931     Died: 2007 

  SSGT  -  USAF 
     Peggy Baker & Sondra Gladfelter  

Robert R (Bob) Weiss 
Born: 1940 -  KIA 1968 

1Lt - US ARMY – Vietnam 
Honored By Don Weiss 

��������	
��������	

Weekday  Lunch Items/Choices 

Monday Surprise by the ALR 

Tuesday  
 

Pork Chop or Pork Tenderloin 
sandwich w/ FF, chips or salad 

Wednesday Ribeye or Pork Tenderloin sand-
wich w/ FF, chips or salad 

Thursday Papa Smurf Burgers w/ FF 

Friday Meat Loaf w/ Mashed Potatoes 

If you are a member and have 
a service that you would like 
to advertise in the Newsletter, 

call Bill at 417-380-0853 

Debbie Walden 
Hairfixers De Salon  
$5 off - new clients  

417-882-5433 

Jim Taylor 
“Taylor Made Leather”  
Custom Leatherwork  

417-773-3866 

Charles Price 
Show Place  

Lawn Care Professionals  
417-880-1881 

Mark Reed 
Auto Mechanic with over 
30 years experience - Call 

him at 417-234-9390  

Mike Blythe 
Handyman General Re-

pairs, Painting, Plumbing 
Call him at 217-417-0944  

Eggs, Bacon or Sausage 

Biscuits & Gravy or Hash Browns & Toast 

ONLY $4.50 !!! 
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UP AND COMING EVENTS 

 

Check Out the Calendar for other events 
Check at the Bar for “Special Pricing” on Drinks 

Ask about our Food Menu - Lunch Specials  
Monday - Friday 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

And breakfast starting July 19th 

Tuesday thru Saturday  7:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

 

The Veterans Voice 
Vietnam War Memorial Post 639 
American Legion Post 639 
2660 South Scenic Ave. 
Springfield, MO 65807 

Non-Profit 
Organization 

US Postage Paid 
Springfield, MO 65807 

Permit Number 451 
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IS YOUR ADDRESS CORRECT? 
IF NOT CALL 417-882-8639 

or E-mail us at voice@post639.com 
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EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT  
 

Pull Tabs start at 4:30 PM 
Early Bird starts at 6:30 PM 

Guaranteed Pay-out will be $ 3,600 
Plus Progressive & Pull Tabs 

Bingo is back at 2032 West Bennett Street  
 

If you can’t help work BINGO, come out and Play! 
Help Us Out - Bingo Supports our Post 

 

 Visit our Website:  www.post639.com 

July 1 Commander’s Retirement—ALL DAY !!! 

July 2 Big John’s Pig Roast—6 to 8pm w/ music later 

July 5 Legion & Auxiliary General Meeting—7pm 

July 12 SAL General Meeting—6pm 

July 16 Submariners Meeting—2pm 

July 17 ALR General Meeting—6:30pm 

July 25 E-Board Meeting—6:30pm 


