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W Remembrance Day 2011

W was held Saturday May 2
T w 2011 and we had incredib

weather despite what the
weatherman said was goi
to happen. The helicopte
fly-in was cancelled on Friday because they betle
what the weatherman said (70% chance of thunde
storms), but the weather was perfect. We missed
having the Mt Vernon Veterans with us, but there
was a mix up with the scheduling and they went t
another event. Remember we have elections con
up at the June meeting, so come out and vote. Y
can’t complain about the E-Board if you don’t run
don’t vote. Nominations are listed at the bardlbr
offices, but you may nominate from the floor at the
meeting. | would like to thank Jeff Maloney fomru
ning the elections again this year, thanks Doc for
keeping it fair. We now have electronic gaming
(totally legal) at the post. We would like for all
members that can to sign up for a gaming card (n
cost). You can use the card to make donationsetg
post in any amount for which you receive credits f
that amount plus $1.00 per day for you to useén t

@ o From the Commander

— =

< =5

N O o O

D

-]

machines. When you have finished gaming, what- g

ever credits are on the card may be exchanged fa
cash at the bar, or you can leave the credits®n th
card for future play. In the future there may bme
minor changes to post policies to make sure wéna
compliance with the Gaming Commission and the
Liquor Board and to allow us not to pay state sale
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tax. There will be more on that next month.
Mark Deatherage, Commander

From the Finance Office
Good news for you folks who
like a sweepstakes type gamg
We now have some gaming
machines that will fulfill your
" needs without driving 80-100

@« new at the Post. And YES, th
are completely legal as ap-

proved by the Gaming Commission and Liquor Co

trol. Hope to see you soon.

This needed to be in before Remembrance Day, s

don’t know how that turned out, but hopefully the

weather will be good and we have a great day. We

have several events planned, so stay tuned inugnd

port the Post.

Ron Paluska, Finance Officer

—

Building and Grounds
Well, at long last, and a
month late, we finally have
the tent raised at Post 639.
We got the stakes driven in
the ground and the 3 sectio
laced together last month.
However by the time those

3%

miles. Come out and see what's

fo
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tasks were completed the wind had gotten to high
safely proceed. The tent laid on the ground for se
eral weeks and thru multiple rainstorms. Last Syn
(May 8) we had acceptable weather conditions bu
because of last minute notice, only 7 people were
able to help out. It takes about a dozen peopédfto

ciently raise the canopy, but the 7 guys who showe §

up did the job anyhow. It was a lot more efforttba
part of the team but we got the darn thing up, fi-
nally!! My thanks go out to these guys who gave
their Sunday morning to help out.

Thank you all, Bill Erwin, Gary Bockman, Mark
Reed, Mike Chandler, Mick Dunn, and Don "Boat
Weiss. The storm that rolled thru the area Thays
night brought winds of up to 60 mph. | expected tc
see the tent gone or at least on the ground wiyeh
to the Post Friday morning. To my surprise it was
still standing but sagging in a few places. Several
more hours of tightening ropes , re-driving stakes
and replacing tent poles yielded a good shelter fo
picnics and, next weekends, Post Remembrance
festivities.

An addition to our post in the form of "Sweepstake
video games required the moving the A.L.R. sales
case and some of the license plate collection of "I
Friend", Maurice Walls. After discussions with Mau
rice, we settled on where to relocate the approxi-
mately 140 plates that needed to be moved. | Hogpe
changes meet with every ones approval.

If any of you have been to the Post lately andoaoti
how beautiful the Memorial Rose Garden looks, it
due to the long hours and hard work by Charlotte
Kelly. Thanks Charlotte, for "stepping up and pitch
ing in".
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The Veterans Voice is a monthly publication of Aroan Legion Post 639,
Springfield, MO. All members of our post are weteto submit articles for
inclusion into this publication, but the editoreeges the right to edit length ar
content in the best interest of our subscriberstendlone is responsible for
final content. Please submit requests and/ocatiitomments to edi-
tor@post639.conor request your member-at-large to file a reqoestievance
with the E-Board. Bill Roark - Editor

Post 639 Officers

~

As always if you see anything that needs repair or
have an idea to improve things here let me or dne
the bar staff know.

Ron Jackson

Bingo Report
| Bingo continues to improve.

mer customers to come bac
| to play with us. We are mak-
ing money and | feel we will
be doing much better by

2 lyear’s end. We will have the
no smoking issue to deal with but we have been ta

ing with our customers and letting them know wd wil

do all we can to accommodate them. Bingo will cg
tinue to be a source of income for the post. #llis
made possible by a dedicated crew of volunteets t
give up their Friday’s to support post 639. If yean

| We are slowly getting our for

o

K

Ik

n_

ha

come play bingo we would sure appreciate it. Have a
nice June.
Jack Martin, Bingo Chairman
“‘,_‘ _—
Bar and Kitchen
Hello to all hope this finds you well. THANK YOU

to all who worked and participated in Remembranc

Day it was a Good Day at the Post. Come out Frig
June 10th 5pm 9pm and dine with the SAL for thei
monthly Fish Fry, also that's the June Bug Jambo-
ree on June 10th & 11th. So on Saturday the hh
SAL will be cooking breakfast from 8am to 11am s
you can come out and eat breakfast then take lh st
and view all the eye catching Bugs and

maybe a nap? - Maybe not. Amdsbire
| want to say a BIG THANK YOU from all of us to
the Bands that played on Remembrance Day, for ¢
an every one of you that gave your time to come o
and set up, play and sing to entertain and celebinat
day with us... We Are Grateful....

Connie Johnston

ALR

Post Commander: | Mark Deatherage | Adjutant: Dean Agnew
Finance Officer: Ron Paluska Chaplain: Chris Foster
First Vice: Larry Tuck Second Vice: Butch Hayden
Judge Advocate: | Rusty Shalla Service Officer: Bill Walker
Historian/Editor Bill Roark Sergeant at Arms: | Ralph Wyman

Member at Large: | Ron Jackson Member at Large: | Jeremy Whitworth

Member at Large: | Bill Evans Bar Supervisor: Connie Johnston

Bikes, Bikes and more Bikes, They're everywhere|
our weather bounces back and forth, not makingsu
mind if it is to be winter or summer, it is wisetake
riding gear for whatever is over the horizon.

| want to thank Paul Kennett for offering his tirzed
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service to ALR Chapter 639 as Vice Director. | wag
contacted by Paul where he asks to step down a&s
Director and his resignation was accepted. At the
May 15 meeting, | made the announcement and 0|
the floor for volunteers or nominations. | too wabul
like to thank Herman Burkett for stepping up ané
unteering to take the renaming term as Vice Dinec
Thanks Herman.

The week long ride to the Smoky Mountains was
memorable event. Richard Quimby, Deborah Jack
and | enjoyed great weather all week. Only stoppin
for a short time on the way home Friday to letaarat
pass. The mountain roads make a great escape frt
the heat of the lower elevations. Congregations to
Richard for slaying the Dragon. If a return tripeiger
planned, don't miss this ride.

Mark Jackson, ALR Director

Al

Sons of the American Legion
Hello everyone hope everyone

this Remembrance Day, 2011

will be over and | hope it was a
good turnout and you had fun.

Our Fish Fry on May 13th was

good and our next one is scheduled for Friday, Ju
10th. We will have a breakfast on Saturday Jurik
from 7:00AM until 11:00AM.; come out to both an
support the Sons. Please don’t forget the election
that are scheduled for June 7th at 6:30 pm.

Mark Reed, Adjutant
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Membership
We did not make our 100%,

but made a good run at it. W
AV were within ten membership
"% renewals of meeting our goal
i Dean Agnew provided the E-
Board with a list of all who

had not renewed and we di-
vided the list and tried to con-
tact each member. Most at-
tempts were meet with the

phone number no longer working or a wrong num
Of those we were able to contact the common rea

for not renewing were either health issues thahibro
ited them from getting out much, or a change i lif
style that prevented them from enjoying the post a
they had in the past. There’s always next yadr a
the good news is our goal for next year will be ad-
justed. Thanks to all who have renewed and coatin
to enjoy AL Post 639.

Gun Drawing

Congratulations to the winner of our Gun Drawing
held on Remembrance Day 2011. The winner is
Kevin Burnham from Springfield who picked the
Remington 30-06 rifle. We are making arrangements
with Kevin and Bass Pro Shops to pick up the gun
We will have more information and pictures next
month. Connie Compton won the $250 Gas Card
nated by Bill Evans and George Davis won the big
Gas Grill that was display at the Post entranceghvh
was a drawing by the SAL. Congratulations tolad 1
winners and if you didn’t win, there’s always next
year.

Larry Tuck, 1st Vice Commander

[o2)
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From the Web

Check out the web’s home page, it now contains some

new links that will be up for a couple of monthEhe
first link is to “Switchblade” which is a really ob
video of the RC weapon of the future for our traops
Since this link is not to a web site (it has been r
moved) it is a video that will download and playhe
second link is to a web site that has a video dalle
“Uncle Jack” that was put up last month and the las
one is the AL National Oratory Winner who is from
Missouri. Check it all out. I'll also post the nvier of
the Gun Drawing when he takes possession in thie
couple of weeks. As always from the web, keeke
ing.

Bill Roark

ic
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CEbitorial Apinion

| hope everyone that came to our Remembrance Day
had a great time. Congratulations to all the wiaré
the drawings that were held and thanks to all dircht
n’t win for your participation; that helps your pos

May has been a full month at the post with Remem-
brance Day, Bingo has done well and the Bingo Hall

nex
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Calendar (Page 4)

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 - Dave
Anderson’s
¥ N Retirement
4:‘\;?&. Par_ty 3:00 PM
‘i:_(&_’ . until ?
. <574 Bingo 6:30
v Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu -| Lunch Menu -
See Page 7 See Page 7 See Page 7
5 6 7 -General |8 9 10 - SAL Fish| 11 - SAL
Meeting Fry 5:00 to Breakfast 8:00
Dinner 1800 9:00 PM - to 11:00 AM
Meeting 1900 $7.50
June Bug Jam| June Bug Jam¢
boree boree
Bingo 6:30
Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu -| Lunch Menu -
See Page 7 - See Page 7| See Page 7 See Page 7 See Page 7
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
SAL - Gen-
eral Meeting
6:00 PM
Bingo 6:30
Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu -| Lunch Menu -
See Page 7 - See Page 7| See Page 7 See Page 7 See Page 7
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 - The band
2XL will per-
form - 8:00 to
11:00 PM
Bingo 6:30
ALR Meeting | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu -
6:30 PM See Page 7 - See Page 7| See Page 7 See Page 7 See Page 7
26 27 28 29 30 1 2 - Big John’s
2nd Pig Roast
6:00 to 8:00
PM - $7.00
E-Board Meet- with all the
ing 6:30 PM fixin's
Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu
See Page 7 - See Page 7
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is doing OK. Post 676 has left the Bennett Street
Bingo Hall and will be going back to Post 676 in
June. The reason they gave is that with the sngoki
ban that will be effective June 11, 2011 they el
able to allow smoking there since they are outtide
city limits of Springfield and not subject to tharb
This is an example of why the smoking ban hurts
some business in Springfield since people cangjoist
outside the city limits and find businesses thatica
to smoking. We wish Post 676 well and hope it
works out for them.

Since the Bingo Hall will now be down to 2 groups
will be tight for the next couple of months. We
should have another group on Saturday nights by
sometime in July and I'm talking with another grou
that is taking the proposal to their Executive Bbar
and if approved would probably be ready by Octo
or November. We really need them since our
monthly rent goes up in November. We will proba

bly have to put up a shelter for the smokers ireJam|’' .
July which will cost us about $1,000 unless the isar £

put on hold by some legal wrangling that is pendin

We have a 5th group that have committed to us fo[

Wednesday nights starting in February of 2012.
More than half of the money used to start Bingo h
been paid back and the only outstanding debt we
have is to All American Bingo for the machines ant
flashboards. We have about 75 tables and over 3
chairs that are paid for and all the kitchen eq@pm
and TVs are also paid in full.

Elections are coming up at the June 7th generat-m
ing. Here is a list of the nominations:
Commander, John Foss and Bob CarrolFirst
Vice, Rusty Shalla Second Vice Butch Hayden -
Finance Officer, Ron Paluska Historian, Bill
Roark -Chaplain, Mike Chandler and Jack Martin
Sgt at Arms, Ralph Wyman and Ron JacksoAd-
jutant, Dean Agnew Service Officer, Bill Walker -
Members at Large (3 positions) Bill Evans, Mark
Deatherage, Bruce Erb, Nolan Moody, Ralph
Wyman.

Nominations may still be taken from the floor on
election night.

Elections for SAL, 2011

The following have been nominated for the SAL fo
2011.

Commander, PC Ponder First Vice, Carl Easley -
Finance Officer, Ken Mooney Judge Advocate
Gary Milligan -Adjutant, Mark Reed Chaplin, JC

Ponder Historian, Jack Martin Sgt at Arms,
Rodger Poole.

Invite everyone you know that likes to play video
poker, video slots or video keno to come out to the
post and play, since we now have gaming machines in
your post. These work almost exactly like the cate
Casinos and are legal for members and their guests.
So come out and try your luck on our new machines.
Remember, you can’t win if you don’t play.

If anyone would like to use the newsletter to vace
opinion on almost any subject, send it to
voice@post639.com and it will be consider for incl
sion into this publication.

Bill Roark, Editor

Legion supports funeral protests bill
V The American Legion - May
7 6, 2011

: U.S. Navy SEALs fold the
flag from the casket of Spe-
s cial Warfare Operator 2nd
~*" Class Adam Smith during
Smith's burial service in Bevier, Mo., Oct. 2, 2010
Smith was one of nine Service members killed when
the helicopter they were traveling in crashed ibua
province, Afghanistan, Sept. 21, 2010.

Today, The American Legion delivered a letter gi-S
port to Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-Maine, who intro-
duced legislation last month in an effort to guéean
that military funerals in America can be conducted
with dignity and respect for our fallen warriors.
The Sanctity of Eternal Rest for Veterans (SERVE
Act would create a 300-foot protective zone around
military funerals that would exclude any public pro
tests or demonstrations. Such events would also be
required to occur two hours before or after a méahor
service. However, for funerals taking place at Agh
ton National Cemetery or cemeteries controlledh®y
National Cemetery Administration, the protective
zone would be extended to 500 feet.

In the letter, American Legion Legislative Director
Tim Tetz wrote that Snowe’s bill (S.815) did nat-ta
get free speech, “but rather the infliction of erooél
harm on private citizens” who seek to honor the
memories of those who have died in service to the
country.

The letter continued, “We embrace fully a world
where groups espousing varied and unpopular pall
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messages have the ability to voice those concarns i
proper venues. However, in so doing, it is not Bsagy to
harm the grieving families of our heroes.

“We wanted to thank Sen. Snowe for her leadership o
this issue that has created so much emotionakdstor
those who lost a son, daughter or loved one,” Said.
“The American Legion believes the SERVE Act is pn a
propriate mechanism for protecting our military fles
from outlandish protests, while still preserving fnee-
dom of speech.”

Snowe'’s hill, which currently has 19 cosponsorsiydo
effectively curtail protests such as those condlibiethe
Westboro Baptist Church of Topeka, Kan. Westboro be
lieves that troops killed in Irag and AfghanistarGod’s
way of punishing America for its tolerant attitudesvard
homosexuals.

Last March, the Supreme Court ruled in an 8-1 dacis
that the church’s right to stage such protestsguasan-
teed by the U.S. Constitution.The American Legitedfa
friend-of-the-court brief in the Supreme Court casd
raised more than $26,000 for the plaintiff, AloBrtyder,
to help defray his legal costs. Snyder’s son, Matth
served in the U.S. Marine Corps and was killed-aq in
2006. The Westboro group protested at his 2006r&line
Westminster, Md.

“: —_—

The war isn’'t over yet
American Legion Nationa
Commander Jimmie Fost
speaks to members of the
National Executive Com-
mittee in Indianapolis durr
ing the Spring Meetings.
The United States scored
major victory with the killing of Osama bin LaddBut
during The American Legion’s Spring National Exeoeit
Committee Meetings in Indianapolis May 4-5, Nationa
Commander Jimmie L. Foster said the war againgirter
ism is far from over.
“The death of Osama bin Laden is a testament tsktte
and bravery of the SEALS and intelligence operativeat
carried out the raid,” Foster told the NEC. “It wvasim-
portant victory in our global war on terrorism. Mdhan
6,000 American servicemen and women have died ang
more than 40,000 (have been) wounded while seiiing
this war.
“The war is still not over, however. The evil idegy that
spawned it still exists, and America must remagilant
against the threats of Radical Islam.”
Part of fighting that war, Foster said, is makingesthe
service members engaged in it are treated faivife must

DO m =—

provide them the resources that they need to sd¢dee
said. “Through our programs, our advocacy and ath o
reach, The American Legion will continue to imprdlie
quality of lives for these heroes and their famsifie

That includes making sure U.S. service membersuece
their full pay on time in the event of a future gavment
shutdown. Plans were made to pay the military aetro
tively if a shutdown occurred.

“The American Legion issued a statement remindimogé
affected about the services we offer through Telsuyor
Financial Assistance and the Family Support Netyiork
Foster said. “But there is only so much we canvide.can-
not replace military paychecks. There is legiskatioboth
chambers of Congress that would ensure that semeca-
bers will be paid on time in the event of futurezgmment
shutdowns. The bills are H.R. 1297 and S. 777.répgur
troops on time for their outstanding work needbddhe
law of the land.”

—" —

The same standards for everyone

The American Legion - May 6, 2011

The American Legion believes that the U.S. ArmertE®p
are comprised of the most professional and effectiili-
tary personnel in the world. At the very least, maning
the current physical and mental requirements a@adifopa-
tions for acceptance into military service is calcAddi-
tionally, physical and mental standards must beidged
SO as to insure a single duty-specific standaghrdess of
gender or age, depending on Military Occupationed-S
cialty.

The National Defense Authorization Act for FiscadaY
2009 mandated the creation of the Military Leadigr&h-
versity Commission (MLDC); the commission’s repads
delivered to President Barack Obama on March 1Bisf
year. One of its recommendations is the eliminatibtne
“Combat Exclusion Policies for women” including tres
moval of barriers and inconsistencies, to credével
playing field for all who are qualified.

American Legion Resolution No. 21, passed durirg th
Spring National Executive Committee meetings théeky
opposes the position that a level playing fielphssifica-
tion for this recommendation. The American Legiomsi-
tion is that favoring any segment of the force dinp in-
crease the percentage of promotions for that segisie
absolutely wrong. The resolution — “Uniform Stardtafor
Combat Military Occupational Specialties” — in pagads,
“The American Legion believes that without suclostr
oversight by Congress of the physical and mentplire-
ments, there exists the possibility of incrementeinges
that would reduce the physical and mental quatifices
and requirements for the sake of accommodatingpass
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for ‘social experiments,” and would have a detritaéor
a disastrous effect on the combat effectivenessioha-
tion’s Army and Marine Combat Arms, Special Forces
and Navy Seals.”

The resolution cites the significant roles and dbations
that women serving in the U.S. military have demon-
strated, and that the more than 213,000 womenrgeon
active duty and 71,182 in the National Guard alsémees
all are “serving with distinction and valor.” It édso noted
that women veterans have been eligible for memiensh
The American Legion since the organization’s fougdk
a year before Congress passed what later becami®ttine
Amendment, which prohibited state and federal aigsnc
from gender-based restrictions on voting.
Also noted in Resolution 21:

Women currently are excluded from serving in Comba
Arms Military Occupational Specialties in the Arnia-
rines and Navy Seals, where close combat, higmsitie
engagements with the enemy on a daily basis are ex-
pected.

The combat exclusion clause is based in largequetthe
1992 findings of the Presidential Commission onAke
signment of Women in the Military, based on the sbgl
requirements of service in combat situations.

Women are serving in Irag and Afghanistan in low-
intensity combat situations, and in truck convaysitary
police units, female engagement teams and in Afgilan
lages, interacting and assisting Afghan women.

Any member of the U.S. Armed Forces serving in lad
Afghanistan are on a battlefield with a constantigng-
ing definition and no truly secure areas.

Last May during its NEC Meetings, The American lagi
passed a resolution that supports the removalraleye
based restrictions as long as the requirementsofobat
duty — or any other Military Occupational Speciaitgpre
not compromised.

—

June Menu - Lunches $5.00

Weekday Lunch Items/Choices

Monday Surprise by the ALR

Tuesday Mr. D’s Pulled Pork or Hand
breaded Tenderloin W/FF

Wednesday Real Club Sandwich W/FF or
Breaded Tenderloin W/FF

Thursday Papa Smurf Burgers W/FF

Friday by Meat Loaf with Mashed with

SAL Gravy and Veggies

Post 639 Members Classifieds

If you are a member and have Dephie Walden
a service that you would like

to advertise in the Newslettgr,
call Bill at 417-380-0853

Hairfixers De Salon
$5 off - new clients
417-882-5433

Jim Taylor
“Taylor Made Leather”
Custom Leatherwork
417-773-3866

Charles Price
Show Place
Lawn Care Professional
417-880-1881

vJ

Mark Reed
Auto Mechanic with over
30 years experience - Callpairs, Painting, Plumbing

him at417-234-9390

Mike Blythe

Handyman General Re-

Call him at217-417-0944

[

[

James E (Jim) Parlier

Born: 1936  Died: 2004

LTC (Ret) US Army-Vietham
Honored by: Bill Roark

Robert J. (Bob) Weeks

B: 1929
Captain - US Army

Honored by: Betty Weeks

Died 2009

Benjamin V (Chick) Childress
KIA 4/1/1970 - Vietnam
Honored by: Jack Martin

James Kelly Trotter
Born: 1953 Died: 2004
US Army - Vietnam
Honored by: Harvey Williams

Michael J. Penn
Born: 1948 Died: 2009
SSgt - U.S. Army - Vietham
Honored by: Ken & Pat Wilkinson

Jack Benton Van Matre
Born: 1930 Died: 2001
TSgt - US Air Force
Honored by: His loving Daughter

Roger Allen Borders
Born: 1943 Died: 2009
SP4 - US Army
Honored by: Chuck Clark

George C Baker
Born: 1931
SSGT - USAF
Peggy Baker & Sondra Gladfeltel

Died: 2007

Robert R (Bob) Weiss
Born: 1940 - KIA 1968
1Lt - US ARMY — Vietnam
Honored By Don Weiss
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UP AND COMING EVENTS
Dave Anderson’s retirement party - 3:00 PM
General Meeting - Eat 6:00 Meet 7:00 PM
SAL Friday Fish Fry - 5:00 - 9:00 PM $7.50
June Bug Jamboree

SAL Breakfast - 8:00 to 11:00 AM

SAL General Meeting - 6:00 PM

ALR Meeting at 6:30 PM

Band 2XL - 8:00 to 11:00 PM

E-Board Meeting at 6:30 PM

Big John’s Pig Roast - 6:00 to 8:00 PM -087.
SAL Friday Fish Fry - 5:00 - 9:00 PM $7.50

June 4
June 7
June 10
June 11
June 11
June 14
June 19
June 25
June 27
July 2
July 8

Check Out the Calendar for other events
Check at the Bar for “Special Pricing” on Drinks
Ask about our Food MenuL-unch Specials
Monday - Friday 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM
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BINGO

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

Pull Tabs start at 4:30 PM
Early Bird starts at 6:30 PM
Guaranteed Pay-out will be $ 3,600
Plus Progressive & Pull Tabs

Bingo is back at 2032 West Bennett Street

If you can’t help work BINGO, come out and Play

Help Us Out - Bingo Supports our Post

Visit our Website: www.post639.com




