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From the Commander the Fish Dinner, Blues Society and
I’'m looking forward to all the Awareness Ride. We need to
the flowers that will be keep this up throughout the summer

blooming in May, since wg
had enough April Shower
to water them for the entir

months. Don’t forget Remembran
Day is May 21 and we have a VW
Show on June 11 Check out the

m J)r D

month. So far 2011 has events calendar on the back page.

had some really weird weather with snow, sleet, ic|Ron Paluska, Finance Officer
storms and extremely cold temperatures and that
just 2 weeks in March, | can’t wait to find out wha — —
summer has to offer. Please mark Saturday May
on your calendars and please come out for Reme
brance Day 2011. We will be having bands and |

—

Building and Grounds
April is traditionally our tent
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of good food and drink for our members, their gsieg raising month. Last month we
and anyone else that would like to attend. Seemc attempted to get the tent up,
information later in the newsletter. Bingo and the but by the time we got the
Bingo Hall is doing well, but Bingo has been dditt sections laced together and
slow at the end of April, so come out and play.uYo the stakes driven into the
can’t win if you don’t play. We are looking into rocky soil, the wind came up

some other potential revenue sources for our post, and | made the call, to postpone raising it, fdetyés
you will hear more about that in next month’s Com sake. As it was, we had enough help to do what w
mander’s post. Ron P and | are putting together || needed, to prepare for raising the canopy. Thaoks
“Pork Steaks on the Grill” for Friday May 6th from |out to Rick Chaplin, Phil Richardson, Mark Reed,
6:00 to 8:00 PM and only $6.50 per person includit Larry Tuck, Jay Scovel, Bill Erwin, Mick Dunn, Mar
sides, so come out and enjoy! As always, if youehi Deatherage, and Carder Deatherage, for being at
guestions or comments about our post, let me knoj post to help out. Raising the tent is a labor igiten

Mark Deatherage, Commander affair.
The stage floor had a large hole rotted in it thaas
o == | |able to repair at no cost to the post. We had eepoé
) _ treated plywood in the tractor shed that was used t
From the Finance Office make the repair.
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The April 2" chicken dinner was a huge success.

Mr. Tom Mabrey has made arrangements to provide

ce

sold out. We had a good weekend April'a6" with
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several tree saplings to plant on the groundely t
can survive our rocky Ozarks soil, they will hetp t
beautify our Post & grounds.

Thanks also go out to the Sons of the Legion mer
bers who made some long overdue improvements
the Son's cook shack. | think it has been christene
"The Honey Hut". It looks much better and fits in
well with its neighbor, "The Sugar Shack" right he
door.

An arcade style, bowling machine has been pur-
chased and will be installed in our Post home én tf
immediate future. This game will provide some
amusement for our members and guests. As it is,
we have to play is pool, the Jukebox, and "Corn-
hole"!!!

Our walk-in beer cooler has had problems agains
time a new compressor was needed. We're stillen
process of “fine-tuning” the settings.
As always, if you see anything that needs attentior
let me or the bar staff know.
Ron Jackson
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Ladies Auxiliary

| hope everyone is enjoying thi
beautiful weather. We will be
having a Mother’'s Day Tea on
May 7, 2011 from 1:00 to 3:00.
Please treat all the ladies in yo
life to a day off with pampering
Also, remember that Remembrance Day is May 2
Please help get the word out to all your friend$ an
family.
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The Veterans Voice is a monthly publication of Aroan Legion Post 639,
Springfield, MO. All members of our post are weteto submit articles for
inclusion into this publication, but the editoreeges the right to edit length ar
content in the best interest of our subscriberstendlone is responsible for
final content. Please submit requests and/ocatiitomments to edi-
tor@post639.conor request your member-at-large to file a reqoestievance
with the E-Board. Bill Roark - Editor

Post 639 Officers

o

Post Commander: | Mark Deatherage | Adjutant: Dean Agnew

Finance Officer: Ron Paluska Chaplain: Chris Foster
First Vice: Larry Tuck Second Vice: Butch Hayden
Judge Advocate: | Rusty Shalla Service Officer: Bill Walker
Historian/Editor Bill Roark Sergeant at Arms: | Ralph Wyman

Member at Large: | Ron Jackson Member at Large: | Jeremy Whitworth

Member at Large: | Bill Evans Bar Supervisor: Connie Johnston

Our next general meeting is on Md§.3We have sev
eral important items up for discussion that wiledeo
be voted on by all members present. Please
attend if you can. Your opinion and vote matter.
Vanessa Gorman, President

1 Bingo Report

Bingo is going very well, atten-
dance is up a little and we are
making money and donating tg
our Post. We still only have a
very few members or their fam
lies who play Bingo with us.

Our Post Adjutant Dean Agnew volunteers every

day at the Bingo Hall, his lovely wife Marsha plays
while he works. Well Mrs. Agnew won our Progres
sive Blackout game and walked out with a real nice
profit for the night. We at Bingo couldn't be hagp
You can't win if you don't attend. We have staded
Treasure Chest Promotion at Bingo, players have
chance to win a key to the chest and at the endigyf
someone will have the Key that opens the chest ar
wins all the Prizes (Estimated around $750.00)m€&
and play and have a chance to receive a key every
week until the end of May. Thanks to all that velun
teer their time working Bingo we couldn't do it ka4t
out you.

Jack Martin, Bingo Chairman

_

Bar and Kitchen
Hello to everyone hope you al
are well. May is finally here
and all that it brings. weather,
that changes from breakfast t¢
lunch but more important RE-
MEMBERENCE DAY the 21st
a day that a lot of people have been working hard
all year long planning an putting together a pragra
so come out EAT be ENTERTAINED AND HAVE
GOOD TIME all while supporting your post. Don't
forget the SAL have their Fish Fry May 13th so cor
out and let them cook for you and drink with
us. Thank You to all who help and volunteer their
time to make our jobs alot easier. | also justtedrio
thank Larry Tuck as Motorcycle Awareness Day w
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awesome, all the bike parkers in the orange visds,
riders, the Sons for all their hard work, and ttadfs
you ladies that make the drinks happen it wasaal g
day for all an fun to be part of.
Connie Johnston

ALR

Well, it's here. The long
awaited riding season is upon
N US. ALR has started the dinne
e rides and day rides. We will b
traveling to Peels Ferry on
April 23. May the spring rains
be kind to the riders!!
Several members leave for a week of open roads|{
Gatlinburg, TN on May 7th. Everyone have a safe
ride.
Chapter 639 was well represented at the Motorcyc
Awareness Ride as parking Marshals at Remingto
and at the Post. Thanks to all that helped out.
The Chapter approved and passed a new Constit
and Bylaws moving us into the future.

We are now at 33 members. A big biker welcome
all new and returning Riders.

Ride safe,

Mark Jackson, ALR Director
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Membership
We only need 10 more membe

to pay their dues for 2011 to b
at 100%. If you know anyone
that has not paid, please ask
them to pay so they will con-
tinue to receive all the benefits
of membership. If we drop un-
paid members from our roster
they will not get the Legion
Magazine or the Missouri Le-
gion newsletter and not be eligible for any “mensb
only” post activities. We plan on having more spe-
cial events for our members, so please support th
post by taking care of your 2011 dues.
Gun Drawing
As most of you are aware we will be holding a gur
drawing for your choice of one of 4 guns. The don

1%
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tion tickets are only $5.00 and are limited to 6@&
of this writing we have sold over 200 tickets ard
a lot of members with tickets checked out to them
be sold. Please see me if you would like to seiie
tickets for us and tickets will be available at post if
you would like to buy some. Ralph will be availabl
at his personal bar stool most afternoons andhaiie
be glad to take care of your individual ticket need
Please support your post by buying as many ticket
you can afford.

Larry Tuck, 1st Vice Commander

From the Web

Just a couple of updates on the web. | have athal
link to a video “Uncle Jack” that is very interesgi It
is the uncle of Gary Sinise (the lieutenant in Bbre
Gump) who was an aviator during WWII. The link

—

0

is

on the Home Page beside “The Menu”. | am in proc-
ess of updating information about Remembrance Day

2011 and the gun drawing. That will also be on the

Home Page in the same area. | should be ableko

)

up the videos of each gun being demonstrated.|-As a

ways from the web, keep clicking.
Bill Roark

[~} - [~}
Springtime is Herell
Charlotte asked me put this in the newsletter. €lim
spruce up the post grounds for our Remembrance

and just our landscape in general. The Post needs

your help with expenses to maintain our “Memoria
Rose Garden” (fresh mulch, fertilizer, etc.). Thera
jar on the left hand side of the bar for donatiausre

Day

change, whatever would help a great deal and would

be greatly appreciated to keep our Rose Gardee a
and the tradition going.

CEvitorial Apinion
No rant this month, only positive things. Please-c
sider helping out with Bingo if you are able. Weed

a couple more members that are willing to call Bing

(’'m getting tired and the players are gettingdicgd
me). We could also use some more workers to be
ready to help out when the regulars are not feeling
well or need some time off (hello, Downstream). If
you are interested see Jack Martin and fill oudpn
plication (you must be approved by the MO Gamin
Commission who will do a background check).

liv
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3-General | 4 5 6 - Pork Steak| 7 - Garden
Meeting on the Grill by| Party by the
Dinner 1800 Ron and Mr. O Ladies Aux 1-
Meeting 1900 $6.50 w/sides| 3 PM $5.00
6-8 PM Per Person
Bingo 6:30
Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu -| Lunch Menu -
See Page 7 - See Page 7| See Page 7 See Page 7 See Page 7
8 9 10 - 11 12 13 - SAL Fish | 14 - Sub Vets
SAL - Gen- Fry Friday 6 tg Meeting 2:00
eral Meeting 9 PM PM
6:00 PM
Bingo 6:30
Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu -| Lunch Menu -
See Page 7 - See Page 7| See Page 7 See Page 7 See Page 7
15 - 16 17 18 19 20 21 - Remem-
brance Day
2011 - See
flyer informa-
tion in this
Bingo 6:30 addition.
ALR Meeting | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu -
6:30 PM See Page 7 - See Page 7| See Page 7 See Page 7 See Page 7
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 - Memorial
Day Weekend
Bingo 6:30
Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu | Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu -| Lunch Menu -
See Page 7 - See Page 7| See Page 7 See Page 7 See Page 7
29 - Memorial | 30 31
Day Weekend ‘i& @‘iy
I
E-Board Meet-
ing 6:30 PM
Lunch Menu - | Lunch Menu
See Page 7 - See Page 7
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The Bennett Street Bingo Hall is doing OK. We h
donated another $2,000 to the post which means
over half of the original start up costs have beaial
back to the post and should be completely paid bz
before the end of the year. The smoking ban will
cause us to have to spend some money for a “she
for the smokers that will now have to smoke outsi
This will slow us down a little, but the good neiss
that we should be starting another night of Birtg®
end of June or beginning of July. | also have la@o
group that is expressing interest in starting agBin
that would begin in September or October. | also
have one more group that wants to start in Februz
of 2012 (because of a technicality with the Gamin
Commission). This could put us at 6 nights perky
and should allow us to build a reserve in the even
have some slow downs (We may also lose one of
nights this summer). Also in November our mont
rent goes up by 35% per month and will go up ag
in November 2012. Our major concern is the affe
the smoking ban will have on Bingo and the Bingc
Hall (we hope it will be minimal and maybe be pos
tive after a few months). What can you do? Plea
come out and play Bingo with us. If you live ireth
Springfield area it is a short drive to the BingalH
and we play Friday nights at 6:30. You can play fi
as little as $13.00 for 6 cards of every game and \
could win up to $500.00 or more if you hit a progr
sive game. Jack Pots Grill has some really gead
at very reasonable prices, so bring someone ané
out and have some fun.

Remembrance Day is coming in May, so sell som
gun drawing tickets or buy some yourself, then co
out and enjoy the festivities on Saturday, May 21.
There will be posters at the post and we need pec
to distribute them to bars and restaurants in tea.a
Elections are coming up and we need to have & Ic
members involved. There is a sign up sheet in th
bar if you would like to run for office. It looK&e
we may have some contested races for officers th
year. At this time we have 2 candidates for Com-
mander and other positions on the E-Board have
tiple members running them. If you don’t run ops
port and vote for the candidate that you feel dall
the best job in making decisions for the post, tlon’
bitch when you’re not happy with the way things a
handled. | know the E-Board has worked really h
over the last year, but you may think it is time fo
change, so be part of the process. We shoulddma
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Election update in the next Voice.

We are one of only a few posts in Missouri that are

open 7 days per week for a minimum of 12 hours
day. This makes the post available for our membe
without wondering if it is open. For it to contiebe-
ing open, we need our members and guests to suj
us by having lunches with us when you can and to
bring friends down for adult beverages. We have
some of the best bar prices in Springfield, so “ean
down”.

Bill Roark

—" —
Anisha Gururaj from the St Louis area won the Lag
Oratorical contest. | have linked the video to the

Home Page of our website. Check it out!!!!

Our Parent, the Constitution

Anisha Gururaj pre-
sents her oration durin
The American Legion
High School Oratorica
Scholarship Program
championship round o
April 17.
Photo by James V. Carroll
While looking for college scholarship opportunitiésisha
Gururaj from Chesterfield, Mo., came across The Acan
Legion High School Oratorical Scholarship Progréiter
winning the Oratorical contest at the state le@eiruraj
went into last weekend’s national finals in Indipaks
with a mindset of moving up the competition ladded
applying her expertise on the U.S. Constitutiomrficer
AP government class. But little did Gururaj knowttshe

would not only compete against 52 talented cont¢stahe

would be the one taking home the 74th Oratoricahupi-
onship for her prepared oration, “Our Parent, tbaiitu-
tion,” and knowledge of the assigned topic, Amenaime
10.

The applause for her well-deserved accomplishmauitic
be heard throughout her hometown of Chesterfiadyell
as India where many of her relatives also residiéh We
live webcast of Sunday’s championship finals

on www.legion.org, Gururaj's relatives in India whaéed
her winning oration and phoned her mother immetjiate
following the event to send their congratulations.

After the excitement for her victory calmed downr@aj
spoke with The American Legion regarding the titidner
oration, preparing for the assigned topic Amendmend
the Oratorical contest’s meaning to her.
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Providing the proper honors

From The American Legion Web site.
The American
Legion’s Na-
tional Executive
Committee
passed Resolu-
tion 24, endors-
ing theMissing
in America Pro-
ject (MIAP) —a
network of volunteers working to ensure that atevens
are properly laid to rest. Since its inception mibizn
three years ago, MIAP has been responsible foregohpp
interring the cremains of more than 1,000 U.S. negte.
But earlier this year, MIAP’s work took on a bit aidif-
ferent scope. On a cold, snowy morning at Calverton
(N.Y.) National Cemetery, the remains of 20 vetsran
were laid to rest, traveling in a mile-long funemadtor-
cade from Queens to the cemetery. Along the way, la
enforcement officers, firefighters, veterans sexacgani-
zations and U.S. citizens paid their respectsranthof
American flags waving around them.
“It was really an emotional sight,” said Legionmailohn
Caldarelli, a member of Post 1244 in Greenlawn,.N.Y
and the event’s organizer. “It’s difficult to exgeehow it
felt to see something like this.”
Caldarelli, the Legion rep for MIAP for Suffolk Coty,
N.Y., and a national political representative folAfR,
said MIAP was contacted by a few veterans in Queen
who wanted to give the 20 veterans — some who'd bee
dead for more than eight years — a proper buriatiain’'t
have the organization to do it. Caldarelli is noltgnanly
involved with cremains ceremonies, but he stildsas
and then contacted Dignity Memorial Funeral Homes -
nationwide network of funeral, cremation and cemyete

needs provider. The Dignity Memorial Homeless Vasear

Burial Program has provided burial services for entbran
600 homeless/indigent veterans since the prograncép-
tion.

Dignity agreed to cover the expenses of hearsesemeé-
tery services, freeing up Caldarelli to plan therev*|
was basically on the phone every day,” he saithlked
to everyone | could: the New York Fire Departmeipiel,
the fire commissioner of Nassau County, police depa
ments, veterans groups. Then | started callingipi@ins
and newspapers.”

Caldarelli’'s efforts led a ceremony worthy of the\&ter-
ans. Leaving from Queens and heading more than 60
miles to the cemetery, the funeral procession sisting
of 20 hearses, New York City Police and Fire deparits
personnel, and various veteran motorcycle grougsdn
ing American Legion Riders — was greeted alongitag

w—o

by flag wavers lining overpasses. Volunteer firbfays
draped enormous flags from their fire trucks, amgmthe
procession arrived at the cemetery, more than K80
fighters and their vehicles were waiting, 25 Amandlags
draped from the trucks.

With pipers playing, the caskets were loaded interge
tent where 500 people, including Legionnaires, vegid-
ered for the ceremony. Caldarelli estimates theyewas-
ily another 500 people outside the tent area.

“It was a great turnout,” he said. “You could t#lat the
word had really gotten out about this.”

After each casket was draped with a U.S. flag, &elti
served as master of ceremonies for the service.1R2dg
Chaplain Alan Shaw gave the opening prayer, and the
names of the 20 veterans, along with a little infation
about each, were read out loud. Guest speakens avent
included U.S. Reps Tim Bishop and Steve Israel, New
York City Veterans Affairs Commissioner Terrance C.
Holliday, Suffolk County Executive Steven Levy a@lris
Marsh of Dignity Memorial.

Caldarelli followed with a eulogy, reading the po&&o
Gently.”

“Go gently, dear brothers, your wait is done,” hels
“Your final rest is here and peace has come.”
Following the eulogy, there was a firing of vollessd the
playing of “Taps.” After the folding of the flagsabing the
caskets, (continued on page 7)
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Shaw followed with the benediction. “I was jusbpd
The American Legion was so well-represented at’this
Caldarelli said. “Before | was a part of the Miggin
American Project, | was in The American Legion. And
without the help from my post, this service woutdmave
gone half as well as it did. | got a lot of helglaaupport
from my fellow Legionnaires.”

- —
Lanchk Mexa for Mag
Weekday Lunch Items/Choices
Monday Surprise by the ALR
Tuesday Mr. D’s Pulled Pork or Hanc
breaded Tenderloin W/FF
Wednesday| Real Club Sandwich W/FK jo
Breaded Tenderloin W/FF
Thursday Papa Smurf Burgers W/FH
Friday by |Hot Dogs or Chili Dogs or
SAL Brats with French Fries

Lunches $5.00

Post 639 Members Classifieds

If you would like to place a
classified in the Newslettel
call Bill at 417-380-0853.

The price is right!!

Charles Price
Show Place
Lawn Care Professional
417-880-1881

V)

Mark Reed
Auto Mechanic with over
30 years experience - C4g
him at417-234-9390

lIpairs, Painting, Plumbing

Mike Blythe

Handyman General Re-

Call him at217-417-0944

[

[

James E (Jim) Parlier

Born: 1936  Died: 2004

LTC (Ret) US Army-Vietham
Honored by: Bill Roark

Robert J. (Bob) Weeks
B: 1929 Died 2009
Captain - US Army
Honored by: Betty Weeks

Benjamin V (Chick) Childress
KIA 4/1/1970 - Vietnam
Honored by: Jack Martin

James Kelly Trotter
Born: 1953 Died: 2004
US Army - Vietnam
Honored by: Harvey Williams

Michael J. Penn
Born: 1948 Died: 2009
SSgt - U.S. Army - Vietham
Honored by: Ken & Pat Wilkinson

Jack Benton Van Matre
Born: 1930 Died: 2001
TSgt - US Air Force
Honored by: His loving Daughter

Roger Allen Borders
Born: 1943 Died: 2009
SP4 - US Army
Honored by: Chuck Clark

George C Baker
Born: 1931 Died: 2007
SSGT - USAF
Peggy Baker & Sondra Gladfeltel

Robert R (Bob) Weiss
Born: 1940 - KIA 1968
1Lt - US ARMY — Vietnam
Honored By Don Weiss
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Vietham War Memorial Post 639

American Legion Post 639
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Springfield, MO 65807

IS YOUR ADDRESS CORRECT?
IF NOT CALL 417-882-8639
or E-mail us at voice@post639.com

Non-Profit
Organization
US Postage Paid
Springfield, MO 65807
Permit Number 451

Aolelress (Lelng)

UP AND COMING EVENTS

May 3  General Meeting - Dinner @ 6:00 Meet @

7:00
May 6
May 7

“Pork Steaks on the Grill”’ 6 - 8 PM - $6.50
Garden Party - Ladies Aux 1 to 3 PM $5.00
May 10 SAL General Meeting - 6:00 PM
May 13

May 21

SAL Fish Fry Friday - 6 to 9 PM
Remembrance Day 2011

May 30 Memorial Day

May 30 E-Board Meeting at 6:30 PM

Check Out the Calendar for other events
Check at the Bar for “Special Pricing” on Drinks
Ask about our Food Menul-unch Specials
Monday - Friday 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM

==/
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EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

Pull Tabs start at 4:30 PM
Early Bird starts at 6:30 PM
Guaranteed Pay-out will be $ 3,600
Plus Progressive & Pull Tabs

Bingo is back at 2032 West Bennett Street

If you can’t help work BINGO, come out and Play

Help Us Out - Bingo Supports our Post

Visit our Website: www.post639.com




